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s o

o}ﬂr

A A =2F = A ELS EAJ. E. Fossum)ol AlA 714 ¢3-S 813lt). 2%, 1. E. Fossum,
“Gen 1:26 and 2:7 in Judaism, Samaritanism, and Gnosticism”, 208-210.

28) Ibid., 211.

29) Ibid., 212-213.
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30) %=, Ibid., 214.

31) &=, K. L. King, What Is Gnosticism? (Cambridge, Mass.: Belknap Press of Harvard
University Press, 2003).
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a5t} Ibid., 154-169.
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33) J. E. Fossum, “Gen 1:26 and 2:7 in Judaism, Samaritanism, and Gnosticism”, 227.

34) #2,]. E. Goehring, “A Classical Influence on the Gnostic Sophia Myth”, Vigiliae christianae
35:1 (1981), 16-23; G. W. MacRae, “Jewish Background of the Gnostic Sophia Myth”, Novum
testamentum 12:2 (1970), 86-101.

35) J. M. Robinson, R. Smith, and members of the Coptic Gnostic Library Project, The Nag
Hammadi Library in English, 4th rev. ed. (Leiden: Brill, 1996), 162-163.

36) Apocryphon of John®] B-&& 91314+ th5-& - a13}et Ibid., 104-123.
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Testament Studies (London; New York: T&T Clark, 2018), ch.5.
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<Abstract>
The Interpretative Issue of the Divine Plural ‘We’
in Genesis 1:26 and Paul

SeungHyun Lee
(Hoseo University)

The divine plural ‘we’ in Genesis 1:26 has a long history of interpretation
among both its ancient and modern readers. Since the author of Genesis does not
clarify who he has in his mind when he speaks of ‘we’, the readers are left
wondering about their identity. So far, six interpretative options have been
suggested as its answers: (1) memory of pluralistic myth, (2) the created world,
(3) the plural of majesty, (4) self-summons, or self-deliberation, (5) the heavenly
council or court, and (6) the plurality or duality of God. Among them, the first
four options are considered minor due to their various interpretative weaknesses.
Only the last two options of the heavenly council/court and God’s
plurality/duality are considered rather convincing by the readers of Genesis. In
this article, we would like to examine various ancient interpretations of the
divine plural ‘we’ in Genesis 1:26, especially focusing on the last two
interpretative options. First, Philo seems to prone to the heavenly concil/court
option by including angels in the divine plural. For Philo, human soul has two
different parts, one part of which is being good, while the other being evil. Since
Philo wants to argue that God is only responsible for the creation of the good
part, he ascribes the creation of evil parts to angels. Likewise, later rabbis also
argue that the divine plural consists of God and his angels. But rabbis claim for
angles’ minimal involvement in the creation of human beings as they only serve
God’s will. For the rabbis, God is the one who is solely responsible for the
creation of human beings. While agreeing upon the heavenly council option,
ancient gnostics ascribe the creation of humanity to the evil creator Demiurge
and his angels. Thereby, the gnostics completely separate the Good Father from
the creation of the evil world. Unlike all these ancient interpreters, Paul
interprets the divine plural in Genesis Chrstologically. For Paul, Jesus is the sole
cocreator of God who shares the heavenly image with God. According to the
divine image found in Jesus, God and the Son created Adam together.



